Objective-The aim of this study was to assess the prevalence of syphilis, human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), and hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
Introduction
The practice of screening for medical disorders and infectious diseases at the first antenatal visit is well established. At King Edward VIII Hospital (KEH), Durban, a large referral centre serving mainly an indigent population, serological screening for syphilis and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection is performed at the initial antenatal visit. It has been recommended, however, that in high prevalence areas, screening for syphilis be repeated in late pregnancy and at the time of delivery to reduce the incidence of congenital syphilis. In conclusion, this study like previous reports from KEH has established that NatalKwaZulu is an area of high prevalence for both syphilis and HIV infection. It is well recognised that screening for HIV infection during pregnancy is of value because it enables appropriate counselling, early termination of pregnancy if indicated, advice on breast feeding, education on the value of protective intercourse and follow-up of the infant. Consequently in areas of high seroprevalence of both syphilis and HIV disease our findings justify rescreening for both these conditions at the time of delivery. On these grounds we strongly recommend re-screening for both syphilis and HIV disease in pregnancy.
